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Art. XXXI.— Transactions of State Medical Societies. 

1. Transactions of the South Carolina Medical Association, Annual Ses¬ 

sion, 1871—Third Meeting since Reorganization— Held in Charleston, 

S. C., April 5th and 6th, 1871. 8vo. pp. 156. 

2. Transactions of the Vermont Medical Society for the years 1869 and 

1870. 8vo. pp. 233. Burlington, 1870. 

3. Transactions of the Eighteenth Annual Meeting of the Medical Society 

of the State of North Carolina, held at Raleiqh, N. C., May, 1871. 8vo. 

pp. 57. Raleigh, 1871. 

4. Transactions of the Minnesota State Medical Society, held February 1th 

and 8th, 1871. 8vo. pp. 156. St. Paul, 1871. 

1. The Transactions of the Annual Session of the South Carolina Medical As¬ 
sociation contains, in an appendix to the Jonrnal of Proceedings, (a.) a paper 
by Dr. P. Peyre Porcher, the subject of which is, “Several General Propositions 
in Medicine, and Axioms with regard to Treatment, deduced from personal ob¬ 
servation ; on the Utility and Inutility of Medicines; and on the Coast Districts 
of South Carolina and Georgia as a Residence for Invalids.” Upon these several 
topics the remarks are especially interesting, and, in their general features, 
those bearing upon general therapeutics are sound ; they do not, however, strike 
us as particularly novel. Still, as they are the conclusions deduced from “ the 
personal observations” of a well-instructed, closely-observing, and experienced 
physician, they are most valuable; especially so are the concluding portions of 
the paper, in reference to “the special advantages of the coast districts of 
South Carolina as a winter resort for settlers from more northern latitudes, 
and particularly for invalids.” 

We have to regret that our necessarily restricted limits will not permit us to 
give a full analysis of the next paper (6.), by Dr. Francis L. Parker, giving 
the “Report of a Case of Dislocation of the Wrist backwards, with a Review 
of the Cases of Dislocation at this Joint previously reported.” From a care¬ 
ful perusal of the paper of Dr. P. many important practical hints will be ac¬ 
quired. 

Dr. J. W. Hilo relates a most interesting and instructive case (c.) of “ Caesa¬ 
rean Operation,” which proved successful in respect to both mother and child. 

The next paper (d.), by Dr. F. M. Robertson, is the history of a “ Case of 
Placenta Praevia,” with recovery of the mother. To the history are appended 
“ remarks upon the views of recent writers on the subject." There is, we should 
say, much good sense in Dr. R.’s concluding remark:— 

“ Upon a careful consideration of the anatomical and physiological points 
that have been alluded to, we cannot fail to be convinced of the importance of 
considering each case of placenta praevia, with its management, as a distinct 
problem to be worked out independently. It would be unwise to recommend 
any one procedure as exclusively applicable to all cases. Such a course would, 
in many instances, lead to a fatal termination, which might have been avoided 
if the treatment had accorded with the views recently announced.” 

The succeeding paper (e.) is “ A Critical Essay on Uraemia, or Uraemic In¬ 
toxication,” by Dr. J. M. Geddings. Though an able production, we must 
dismiss it with merely stating that, according to Dr. G., in the present state 
of our knowledge, we may arrange the so-called uraemic phenomena in four 
categories, each of which he examines in detail: 1. Poisoning of the blood by 
urinary constituents—uraemia strictly so called. 2. Poisoning of the blood by 
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the product of the decomposition of urea and its conversion into carB. ammon.— 
Ammonissmia (Vogel, Treitz, Jaksch, el al.). 3. Nervous symptoms, induced 
by oedema and anaemia of the brain (Traube). 4. Coma and convulsions due to 
organic lesions of the brain and membranes, such as sanguineous and serous 
apoplexy, arachnitis, etc. 

Following this is a paper (/.), by Dr. G. E. Trescot, on the “Study and 
Value of Therapeutics.” The object of the writer is briefly to expose some 
of the most prominent grounds for our belief in the curative value of drugs, 
and some of the current themes in regard to the manner in which they are sup¬ 
posed to act. 

The views advanced by Dr. T. will be understood by the following eight pro¬ 
positions : 1. In many diseases there is a natural tendency to recover, under the 
most diverse modes of treatment; even without any. 2. In many diseases organic 
changes incompatible with life begiu so insidiously, and proceed so steadily 
and rapidly, that when detected little or nothing can be done for the patient. 
3. In certain diseases, few in number, particular remedies act so beneficially in 
the vast majority of cases, that we are almost justified in saying the majority 
of cases of such diseases are cured by them. 4. In some diseases the manifes¬ 
tations of functional derangement so far precede any radical organic change, 
that by controlling the functional derangement we can relieve the organ which 
is endangered. 5. In some organic diseases, whilst we are ignorant of any 
remedy adapted to restore the affected organ to its normal condition, yet we 
possess remedies which can so far relieve effects of such organic disease as to 
warrant the assertion that it was to therapeutical management that the patient 
owed many years of life, many hours of ease and comfort. 6. In some few dis¬ 
eases no remedy has been yet discovered which would seem to offer any hope. 
7. No physiological or chemical theory has yet been advanced in regard to the 
remedial powers of any one drug that has received the verdict of the profession 
—proven. 8. No physician, however eminent his abilities, however large his 
experience, can lay down absolute rules for the treatment of any disease. 

2. The volume of Transactions of the Vermont Medical Society contains, in 
addition to the proceedings of the semi-annual and annual meetings of 1869, and 
of the semi-annual and annual meetings of 1870, the Address of the President, 
J. S. Richmond, M.D., and a number of papers, of more or less interest; a few 
of these do not admit of analysis within the space at our disposal, and the 
remainder are not possessed of sufficient novelty to require special notice. 

3. The volume of Transactions of the Eighteenth Annual Meeting of the 
Medical Society of North Carolina contains, in an Appendix to the Minutes 
of Proceedings, first, a report, by Dr. R. J. Hicks, of a case of “ Extensive 
Scleroderma,” and two of “ Empyema.” 

Dr. H.’s object in reporting the latter is the illustration of two important 
facts: first, that the entrance of air into the pleural sac in operating for em¬ 
pyema is harmless; and in the second place, that the injection of irritating 
fluids into the cavity is unnecessary, if not attended with danger. All that is 
necessary is to give free vent by paracentesis to the pus effused into the cavity 
of the thorax, and to prevent its accumulation in the future, by drawing it off 
through a catheter at short intervals. By this plan, sooner or later the pus 
ceases to appear, when the opening into the chest may be allowed.to heal, after 
which the patient’s entire restoration to health will speedily follow. 

Dr. E. B. Haywood reports an interesting case of “ Traumatic Aneurism of 
the Superficial Palmar Arterial Arch,” which was successfully operated on. 
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Several other cases were reported by different members of the Society, bnt 
do not present sufficient novelty to require particular notice. 

4. In an appendix to the business “minutes” of the annual session for 1871, 
of the Minnesota State Medical Society, is the history of a “ Case of Ovarian Tu¬ 
mour,” by Dr. D. W. Hand. The patient was 43 years old, and the mother of six 
children. In June, 1866, when four months pregnant, she miscarried ; a tumour 
was now discovered in the situation of the right ovary, which rapidly increased 
in bulk. In November, 1866, it had attained the size of a half-gallon measure, 
filling almost the entire right side of the abdomen, reaching upwards to the 
lower edge of the liver. Towards the latter part of November there occurred 
suddenly a profuse discharge, a pint or more, of a white flocculent fluid; it 
recurred at intervals for about two weeks, and then ceased entirely. The 
tumour in the meantime was reduced one-half in size, and all the disagreeable 
symptoms connected with it disappeared. A vaginal examination detected a 
small fistulous opening on the right of the cervix uteri. The uterus was freely 
movable in the pelvis. There had been no cellulitis. There had evidently 
occurred a rupture of a cyst into the vagina, and from the intermittent cha¬ 
racter of the discharge, it was presumed that the tumour was multilocular, or 
that two or more cysts had broken down in succession. 

A year subsequently the patient had another miscarriage at two months, and 
lost a great deal of blood; she has, nevertheless, enjoyed since quite good 
health. January, 1871, she is strong and comparatively well. Her complexion 
is good. The tumour, now about the size of a pint pitcher, is almost always 
painless, save at the menstrual periods. She thinks it is again slowly enlarging. 

A case is related by Dr. E. R. Fletcher, of a patient who died from the 
ulceration and gangrene of an enormous fatty tumour seated on the inner sur¬ 
face of the right thigh, giving to the limb a circumference of 52 inches. 

Several other cases and reports follow, but they do not present sufficient 
interest to require any special notice. D. F. C. 


Art. XXXII. — 0 Correio Medico de Lisboa , Publicagao Quinzenal. 

The Lisbon Medical Courier, a Fortnightly Publication. 

This periodical, devoted to frank criticism of medical publications, a record 
of debates in medical societies, and of original communications, began July 1, 
1871. The responsibility of each article rests with its signer. It is a small 
quarto in form, printed in double column, in large, readable type. Each number 
consists of twelve pages. We have received the first and second and part of 
the third numbers. The first article is on traumatic epiplocele, by Ferraz de 
Macedo; the second is the history of a case of absence of the vagina, with 
atresia of the uterus, which was cured by surgical operation by Alves Branco. 
These are followed by the report of a committee on the “sleep disease,” 
“sleep dropsy,” or “lethargus,” which occurs in St. Thomas and Isle of 
Principe, western coast of Africa, the prominent symptom of which is an appa¬ 
rently irresistible tendency to sleep, which slowly and gradually becomes more 
profound and continuous until it terminates in death. The patient, when 
aroused with difficulty from sleep, is in a state of intellectual torpor. In 
some cases emaciation and diarrhoea supervene. The paper is continued in the 



